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Statements on Atomic Weapons from Central Committee 


(New Haven, Conn) ~ Two statements on nuclear weapons testing and disarmament came 
from the annual meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
held from July 30 to August 7 in New Haven, Conn. 


A "message to the churches! from the Central Committee emphasised the moral 
and spiritual responsibility of Christians confronted with the possibility of 
nuclear warfare, and urged governments conducting nuclear weapons tests to "fore- 
go them, at least for a trial period, either together or individually in the hope 
that others will do the same, a new confidence be born, and foundations be laid 
for reliable agreements", 


The committee requested that churches in countries directly concermed com- 
municate the statement to their governments and "that the officers of the Central 
Committee be instructed to seek ways and means by which they can also be trans- 
mitted to the authorities in countries in which the WCC has no member churches", 


At the same time, a statement prepared by the Executive Committee of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was accepted and commended 
to the churches (see EPS No, 29). The CCIA statement declared that there is ta 
risk for peace which Christians in countries projecting tests of nuclear weapons 
are justified in advocating, in the hope of breaking the barriers of distrust", 


The statement from the Central Committee was approved unanimously, with two 
members recorded as abstaining from voting. They were the Rev. Georges Florovsky 
of Harvard Divinity School, a member of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church 
in North America, and Pastor Charles Westphal of Paris, a member of the Reformed 
Church of France and vice-president of the French Protestant Federation, Both said 
they felt the statement "lacked specific Christian content". 


The text of the Central Committee statement follows: 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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"The Central Committee expresses its gratitude to the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs for the Statement on 'Atcmic Tests and Dis- 
armament' and desires for it the widest distribution. In commending it to the- 
attention of the member churches, we address this special appeal to our Chris- | 
tian brethren about our common responsibility at the present time: 


Beginning with the stepping up of the atomic armaments race and the start 
of development of hydrogen bombs, the World Council of Churches has shown its - 
deep concern in this whole field, It has done this in many ways, through state- 
ments and actions by the Central Committee, its Executive Committee, the Assembly 
at Evanston, as well as through the CCIA, 


Within the last year, public apprehension has grown as to the effects of 
nuclear tests, and there have been intensified warnings from responsible groups 
of scientists. In particular, the fact that these tests contain a threat to 
generations yet unborn rouses us to a more acute awareness than ever of the 
moral responsibility which must be upon the conscience of the present generation, 


We recognise that the question of stopping the testing of nuclear weapons 
has to be considered in the wide context which is set out in the CCEA Statement. 
We agree that it is not possible to deal with one part of the inter-related dis- 
armament problem without risks. 


There are, however, certain moral principles affecting the whole issue of 
atomic warfare which we desire to emphasise. The Central Committee reaffirms the 
conviction expressed at its Toronto meeting in 1950 that 'such methods of modern 
warfare as the use of atomic and bacteriological weapons and obliteration bombing 
involve force and destruction of life on so terrible a scale as to imperil the 
very basis on which law and civilisation can exist', The condemnation of such 
methods finds broad support in the fact that total war, in the sense of warfare 
without any limitation in the methods employed, is universally in conflict with 
the conscience of mankind. We also believe that the use of such methods of war— 
fare inevitably involves spiritual degradation for any nation that uses them. 


We are bound to ask whether any nation is justified in continuing the test- 
ing of nuclear weapons while the magnitude of the dangers is so little known 
and while effective means of protection against these dangers are lacking. We - 
must ask further whether any nation is justified in deciding on its own respon- 
Sibility to conduct such tests, when the people of other nations in all parts 
of the world who have not agreed may have to bear the consequences, Therefore, 
we call upon each nation conducting tests to give full recognition to this moral 
responsibility as well as to considerations of national defence and international 


security. 


Nothing less than the abolition of war itself should be the goal of the 
nations and their leaders and of all citizens. The attainment of this goal 
constitutes a solemn challenge to our particular generation. We welcome and 
support every honest effort now being made to limit and control armaments of - 
all kinds and to establish conditions for a secure peace. We repeat the Evans- 
ton appeal for prohibition of all weapons of mass destruction, including atomic 
and hydrogen bombs, with provision for international inspection and control, 


We know that a comprehensive programme for disarmament must proceed by 
stages and we realise how much depends upon the deepening of confidence between 
the nations. But we urge that as a first step governments conducting tests should 


oe. 


‘ ee 


if ay £. ‘Tee er: 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 


in 2024 


et ; 
. oe Ee 
mreups Pt » 


amet Ghee A 
s A a ise ry ; i 


— OE 


aa 


No. 30 ~ August 16th, 1957 ~3- 251 


forego them, at least for a trial period, either together or individually, in 
the hope that the others will do the same, a new confidence be born and founda~ 
tions be laid for reliable agreements. 


We therefore appeal to all our brethren to act with Christian courage, and 
to pray to Almighty God to guide the peoples and their governments aright." 
bePeSe, Geneva 


Committee 'Commends!' Integration Plan for WCC /IMC 


(New Haven, Conn.) - One of the most important actions of the Central Committee 
during its session last week was the consideration of a draft plan of a merger 
between the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


Received by the committee and commended to the churches for "their study and 
prayerful consideration", the plan will next be considered by the IMC's Assembly 
in Ghana in December and must be voted upon by the national Christian councils 
belonging to the IMC. No final action can be taken before the third Assembly of 
the WCC in 1960, 


The report was presented to the committee by a Joint Committee of the IC 
and the WCC, headed by Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Union Theological 
Seminary in New York, In making his report, Dr. Van Dusen pointed out that the 
committee members had considered both the advantages and disadvantages of a 
merger of the two groups and said, "1t should be unmistakably clear that the 
assured advantages more than outweigh the possible disadvantages. On this point, 
the overwhelming opinion within the Joint Committee is considered, convinced 
and positive," 


The Joint Committee felt that functional integration in wide areas of work ~ 
study, inter-church aid, international affairs, - "is already an accomplished 
fact". 7 


The draft plan calls for the creation of a Commission on world Mission and 
Evangelism of the WCC (similar to the Faith and Order Commission) and the crea- 
tion of a Division of World iiission and Evangelism, comparable to the other di- 
visional units of the World Council. Under the provisions of the draft plan, 
national or regional Christian councils can be formally associated with the 
integrated council or they may be affiliated only to the commission. Councils are 
free "to have either relationship separately or both together', The new commission 
would meet every six years, between sessions of the WCC Assembly. 


The responsibilities of the commission would include "keeping before the 
churches the range and character of the unfinished evangelistic task and deepen~ 
ing the sense of evangelistic and missionary obligation in the churches throughout 
the world; fostering cooperation and united action among churches, councils and 
other agencies working for world evangelisation; stimulating study on the biblical 
basis and theological significance of the world mission". 


The new Division of world ilission and Evangelism would be expected to main- 
tain relationships with councils affiliated to the Commission and the member 
churches of the wCC concerning the work of the division and commission, to foster 
relationships with non-affiliated councils and missionary agencies, to publish 
literature and to convene conferences. The present Department of Evangelism of 
the WCC, now a part of the Division of Studies, would be a part of the new divi- 
sion, The division's director would be an associate general secretary of the WCC. 
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Dr. Van Dusen said the Joint Committee recognised that two objectives must 
be fulfilled in integration: the missionary conviction and commitment of the IMC 
must "permeate the entire life of the integrated council and find appropriate 
recognition and effective operation in its entire life"; and the "programme of 
the IMC in its full strength must continue undiminished!, 


Opposition to the proposed merger was voiced by representatives of the Ortho- 
dox Church and by Bishop Johannes Smemo of the Church of Norway, 


Archdishop liichael of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America and a WCC president, warned the Central Committee that the Eastern Ortho- 
dox churches in the WCC were alarmed by the plan. He said the Orthodox churches 
had been assured before coming into the wCC in 1948 that "this would not happen", 


Father Georges Florovsky of Harvard Divinity School explained the Archbishop's 
misgivings. He declared that the Orthodox Church had "unhappy experiences from 
activities of some Protestant missions in Orthodox lands, and it now looked as if 
the WCC was going to move out into missionary activity and in the direction of 
"a one-sided Protestantism, He told the committee, "In my opinion the plan would 
fundamentally change the character of the World Council and involve it in the 
proclamation of the Reformation in non-Protestant lands". 


Bishop Johames Smemo of Oslo criticised the plan from another angle, Speak= 
ing against rushing the plan through too fast, he said he spoke for Norway where 
there were large missionary bodies independent of the church and critical of the 
WCC because they feared it might develop into a super+church. He pointed out that 
he was not afraid of this himself, but felt it would be wiser to wait and try to 
bring objectors into line, or the new united body might lose "ereat spiritual 
forces" when the union came. 


The IMC originated in the historic World Missionary Conference of 1910. 
Members are national or regional Christian councils. When the WCC was formally 
organised in 1948 at Amsterdam, the necessity of working closely together was 
recognised and the two bodies entered into formal "association", In 1954 the 
Joint Committee was charged with studying the "advantages, disadvantages, and 


implications of a full integration of the IMC and wCC", At the Central Committee 


meeting last year in Galyateto, Hungary, the Joint Committee asked for permission 
"to undertake the formulation - in the fullest possible consultation with all 
concered - of a draft plan of integration", Secretary of the Joint Committee 

is Dr. Norman Goodall. EeP.Se, Geneva 


Five Churches Admitted to WCC licmbership 


(New Haven, Conn.) - The World Council of Churches has five new members, bringing 
the total membership to 170 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches. The new - 
members, admitted by the Central Committee at its annual meeting, are the Presby- 
terien Church of East Africa, the Presbyterian Church of Jamaica, the Burma 
Baptist Convention, the Evangelical Lutheran Church (United States) and the 
Gereformeerde Churches in Indonesia. 


Largest of the new members. is the U.S.'s Evangelical Iutheran Church, with a 
constituency of nearly a million. This major American denomination, with head- 
quarters in Minneapolis, Minnesota, was formed in 1917 when three midwestern 
synods of Norwegian background united. The ELC had voted against WCG membership 
in 1948, then reversed its decision in June, 1956, and voted to seek "immediate" 
membership (see EPS No. 9, 1957). 
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Burma's Baptist Convention is one of southeast Asia's largest Protestant 
churches, with a constituent membership of 200,800, divided into thirteen different 
language groups. The product of American Baptist mission work, the Convention was 
reorganised under its present name in 1948. Church and mission were integrated in 
1954, when American missionaries became fraternal workers under national church 
leadership. 


The Gereformeerde Churches in Indonesia are a small Dutch-speaking group of 
congregations with a constituency of 2,300 scattered throughout the country. 
Established in 1887, about two-thirds of the members are Dutch and one-third are 
Indonesian. 


One of the world's most recently formed autonomous, interracial national 
churches is the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, established in March, 1957. 
Originally formed in 1920 as the result of Church of Scotland missions, it has 
20,000 communicants and a constituency of 50,000 centred mostly in Kenya. 


Also related to the Church of Scotland is the Presbyterian Church of Jamaica, 
which has a constituency of 36,000, A member of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
since 1884, the denomination includes nearly 100 organised congregations, 

ii.PeSe, Geneva 


Race Consultant to be Appointed 


(New Haven, Conn.) — The appointment for three years of a "competent consultant! 
who can "help the churches to help one another more effectively in the field of 
racial and ethnic tensions" has been authorised by the Central Committee. 


Essentially a field worker, the consultant will spend a large part of his 
time visiting a small number of areas, the committee decided. The action was 
taken upon the recommendation of a small consultation, which studied the find- 
ings of Dr. Oscar Lee. Dr. Lee, who is executive director of the Department of 
Racial and Cultural Relations of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A., was seconded to the WCC last January to make a three-months 
study of ways the World Council could give help to those working in tension 
Spots. 


In presenting the consultation's report, Dean Liston Pope of Yale University 
Divinity School, chairman, pointed out that the wCC had done nothing in the area 
of race relations. "So far we have done nothing but adopt ringing resolutions 
in beautiful tones", he said, "It is not a question of whether we solve the 
problem in its entirety but of whether we will continue to do nothing but talk," 


During the discussion, an African bishop, the Rt. Rev. A../. Howells, Anglican 
from Lagos, Nigeria, asked a Dutch Reformed delegate from the Union of South 
Africa: "If an African like myself were sent, Would your churches welcome him?" 


Harlier, Dr. Francis HE, O'B, Geldenhuijs, a Dutch Reformed delegate from 
South Africa, had said that his church "had nothing to be ashamed of" and would 
welcome the appointment of a consultant. 


The Rev. Peter K, Dagadu, secretary of the Christian Council of Ghana, asked, 
"Gan men be organised to live harmoniously and peacefully by committee arrange- 
ments?! He insisted that what is need and appreciated is the spontaneous acts of 
people in breaking down race barriers in tension spots. EePeSe, Geneva 
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Comittee Speaks on Race 


In other developments on the race problem, the committee reaffirmed the 
council's Evanston stand, declaring that "segregation, based on race, /coLlour, Or 
ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel and is incompatible with the Christian 
doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church of Christ, It re~emphasi sed 
the tasks of churches in challenging "the conscience of the societies in which 
they are set", The resolution was sent with a letter to member churches in ten- 
sion areas, including the Union of South Africa. 


The committee assured churches, and individuals within churches, wrestling 
with problems of "inter-group relations!' that the prayers and sympathies of their 
fellow Christians in all parts of the world are with them in their efforts. At 
the same time, the committee offered all possible help to member churches which 
are seeking to bear witness against racial segregation. 


Race relations in many areas have improved, the committee noted, and it 
"rejoiced in those instances where "devout pastors and laymen, some at the risk 
of economic status and even of life, have exercised wise, patient, and persistent 
witness in this crucial issue", Ke PeSe, Geneva 


Closing Decisions of Central Committee 


(New Haven, Conn,) - Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican church leaders, attending 
the tenth annual session of the WCC's Central Committee, ended their delibera- 


' tions on August 7, after a nine-day session on the sun-baked -campus of Yale 


University Divinity School at New Haven, Connecticut. Seventy-five members or 
official substitutes of the policy-making committee of 90 were present for the 
meeting, which brought a total of 160 church men and women from more than 25 
nations to Yale, Others attending included observers, representatives of member 
churches not on the committee, fraternal delegates from other world Christian 
organisations, and staff members. 


During the final days of the meeting, the Central Committee: 


AGREED to hold the 1960 Assembly of the WCC at the University of Ceylon, at 
Peradeniya, near Kandy, Ceylon, and the next meeting of the Central Committee at 
Nyborg Strand on the coast of Denmark, 


DREW ATTENTION of World Council member churches to giving adequate "prepara 
tion, acceptance and spiritual support" to men and women working abroad in all 
types of employment, including government service, commerce, etc., and asked 
that laymen and women be encouraged to take service abroad as a Christian voca-— 
tion. 

INSTRUCIED "the Executive Committee to arrange for a study to be made of the 
problems of religious liberty arising in Roman Catholic and other countries", 
Earlier the committee reaffirmed its stand on religious liberty and requested 
the wWCC officers and staff to support its member churches in all situations 
where the liberty of the churches is politically or otherwise infringed or im- 
perilied. 


SENT a fraternal message to Professor Laszlo Pap, former dean of the Reformed 
Theological Seminary in Budapest and a Central Committee member, expressing the 
hope that he will be able to participate in future meetings, The chairman of the 
Central Committee, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, recalled how the Executive Committee 
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had expressed "the hope and expectation that the question of leadership of the 
Hungarian Reformed Church would be solved in such a manner that leaders will 
have the full confidence of their congregations". 


RETURNED its Executive Committee, including Dr. Josef Hromadka of Czecho- 
slovakia, despite objection on the part of Dr, P.O. Bersell, a committee member 
from llinneapolis, Minnesota, and president emeritus of the Augustana Lutheran 

‘Church. Dr. Bersell protested against Dr. Hromadka's role in supporting irter- 
vention of Soviet troops in Hungary and his criticism of the wWCC's action in 
Hungary. Seven members voted against returning the present Executive Committee 
with Dr. Hromadka, but the entire group was approved. 


AUTHORISED appointment of a staff member for an "experimental period of one 
year to conduct an investigation of the World Council's réle in radio and tele- 
Vision", 


HONOURED Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, head of the New York office of the world 
Council of Churches, for his more than thirty years of service to the ecumenical 
movement and for "giving the council its name and very much more", Dr. Cavert 
retires at the end of the year to be succeeded in New York by Dr. Roswell P. 
Barnes, ePeSe, Geneva 


Financial Record Studied by Committee 


Committee members were told that the financial balance sheet of the World 
Council shows that although contributions from member churches had gone up over 
the 1955 total, giving has still not reached the level of $420,000 set by the 
Evanston Assembly in 1954. The 1956 contributions totalled $416,724, This figure 
does not include the budget of $775,500 of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and - 
service to Refugees, nor does it include the gifts of member churches to the pro- 
ject programme promoted by that division. A total of $450,000 has been given for 
these projects since January of this year, The Central Committee approved a level 
of expenditure for 1957 of $463,000, An increase in contributions of member 
churches and total revenue was predicted at about $448,000 for 1957, 

E.P.S., Geneva 


YMCA Holds Conference in Denmark 


Nearly 700 YMCA members gathered in Aarhus, Denmark, on July 20-26 for the 
Third European Area Conference of YiuCAs, placing special stress on "praising of 
God through music and sports!', Most of the delegates, who came from 12 nations, 
were young men and women. 


Music was provided each day by boys choirs and adult choruses from Germany 
and Scandinavian countries, and an international group of trumpeters,. A special 
cantata, Laudate Dominum, written by Professor Axel Madsen of Copenhagen, was 
presented at the closing session of the conference. Sports competition was the 
feature of afternoon programmes and Bible study and discussions groups met each 
morninge 


A special group dealt with the responsibility of Christians for kuropean 
unity. In an opening address, Dr. Paul M, Limbert, secretary general of the World 
Alliance of YhiCAs, declared that the continent of Europe, once the strong centre 
of Christendom, has in many respects lost its spiritual initiative and convictions. 


'This continent now unhappily is divided politically and culturally. Vast 
numbers of young people in the countries from which you ccme are drifting. It is 
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this Hurope in which we are called to bear witness by word and deed to the saving 
power of Jesus Christ in language which youth will understand." E.P.Se, Geneva 


AS an Brief 


Bishop Theoclitos of Achaea, 63, has been elected Archbishop of Athens and 
Primate of Greece by the bishops of the Greek Orthodox Church. He succeeds the late 
Archbishop Dorotheos, who died on duly 26 (see EPS No. 28). The new Primate has been 
a bishop for 33 years. Reports quoting ecclesiastical leaders describe him as one 
of the "most efficient" prelates of the Greek Orthodox Church. 


2 


a Me 
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The Rt. Rev. Eric Joseph Trapp, Anglican Bishop of Zululand, has been appoint- 
ed as the new secretary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, with 
offices in London. He succeeds the late Bishop Basil Coleby Roberts. 


a4 26 
Te D353 


A representative of the Jehovah's Witnesses has reported that then American- 
born members of the sect serving as missionaries in the Dominican Republic have 
been requested by government officials to leave the country. The spokesman gave 
no reason for the order but added that if the missionaries did not leave, the 
government said it would expel them. 


a4 


The new Anglican Archbishop of Central Africa is the Right Rev. James 
Hughes, who has been Bishop of liatabeleland since 1953. He succeeds the Most Rev. 
Edward Paget, who has retired. 


aS 


After the YMCA World Council meeting at Kassel, Germany (see EPS No, 28), 
leading representatives, including President Charles Sherman, were invited by the 
Evangelical Bishop of Thuringia, Bishop Moritz iitzenheim, to visit famous places 
in Lutheran history at HEisenach and ifittenberg. They were permitted by Hast 
German authorities to cross the border for one day. 
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The eighth annual work camp at iilgespruit Fellowship Centre near hoode- 
poort, Transvaal, Union of South Africa, provided South Africans with the "rich 
but rare experience of true Christian fellowship across denominational and racial 
lines", The wCC-sponsored ecumenical work camp also included youths from the 
United States, Canada, England, Germany and ladagascar. BePeSe, Geneva 
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